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ment gives the slightest latitude to prisoners, they may put it to
good use as Mahadev has done in writing this letter. I do not
at present wish to comment upon the facts given in it. At the
moment, I am simply bathing in a sea of joy and amazement at
the courage and restraint displayed by the country. I had not
hoped for this degree of self-purification. The prisoners shouted
cries of victory, not in a spirit of defiance but because they be-
lieved that they had a right to do so. When Mahadev drew
Lakshminarayan's attention to the error, how candidly did he
admit it at once? Truly, God's hand is behind our struggle.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 15-1-1922

79.   EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO M. R. JAYAKA&
Sunday Morning [January 15, 1922]2
I got your note just when I was in the thick of a meeting. I
have now got up early to reply to your note and to frame resolu-
tions for the 10 o'clock meeting.3
I have taken the insult offered to you as I have taken the
insults offered to me by Mr. Patel4 not once but on many occa-
sions. It has become second nature with him. I had really come
to think that you and he had, somehow or other, become the best of
friends. Now, if you permit me, I should like to show your letter
to Mr. Patel for his own good. I take it, you know, that he and
I frankly do not agree. His way is not my way. He knows that
we travel in different directions, so much for Mr. Patel.
1  have no party save that of Truth.   I want to live for no*
thing but Truth,   Whether you remain in the non-co-operation
ranks, or whether you do not, I cannot desert you, even as I
!M. R. Jayakar (1873-1959); lawyer and liberal leader; Judge, Federal
Court of India; Vice-Chancellor, Foona University
This letter was sent in reply to Jayakar's letter of January 14, 1922, in
which he had complained about Vithalbhai Patel's remarks on the first day of
the Leaders* Conference at Bombay*
2 From the source
3 Presumably of the  Committee set  up on  the previous  day by   the
Leaders' Conference.   Gandhiji dissociated himself from the resolutions pa#ed
by the Conference; vide the succeeding item.
4 Vithalbhai Patel (1873-1933); elder brother of Vallabhbhai Patel; called
to the Bar in 1908; Member of the Bombay Legislative Council; first elected
President of Indian Legislative Assembly, 1925-30